Introduction to the Book of Daniel

Historical Background

e Author & Date: Daniel, a Jewish exile, wrote the book in Babylon during the 6th century
BC. Many scholars place final compilation between 605-530 BC. The historical context
includes the Babylonian exile (beginning with Nebuchadnezzar’s capture of Jerusalem in 605
BC) and the subsequent Medo-Persian empire.

o Historical Setting: Daniel was a young noble of Judah taken into Babylonian captivity. He
was trained in the Babylonian court, immersed in the culture and language, while maintaining
his Jewish faith and identity (Daniel 1).

e Geopolitical Context: The book covers Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and briefly Rome
(prophetically). Babylon was at its height under Nebuchadnezzar, and later fell to Cyrus the
Persian. The location of Babylon near the Euphrates River made it a center of wealth,

learning, and idolatry.
Geological & Cultural Background

o Babylon was a fertile, strategically located city in Mesopotamia, with massive walls, the
Euphrates River running through it, and famous structures like the Hanging Gardens.

o The Babylonian culture emphasized idolatry, astrology, dream interpretation, and imperial
bureaucracy, all of which Daniel navigated while remaining faithful to God.

e The exiled Jews were culturally pressured to assimilate, but Daniel and his companions
exemplified faithful obedience to the Torah, refusing food defiled by idols or defiling
practices (Daniel 1:8-16).

Biblical Context & Purpose

o Theme: God’s sovereignty over history and nations; faithfulness under persecution; the
certainty of God’s kingdom.
e Daniel serves both as a historical narrative (chapters 1-6) and prophetic/apocalyptic

vision (chapters 7—12).



e The book shows how God preserves His people in exile and reveals future events, particularly
the coming of the Messiah and the kingdom of God (Daniel 2:44; 7:13—14).
o Daniel is frequently cited in the New Testament, especially in Jesus’ references to the Son of

Man (Daniel 7:13—14; Matthew 24:30; Mark 14:62).

Overview of the Book

Section Chapters Content & Focus Key Points

Stories of Daniel and his
companions in Babylon: testing,
promotion, faith under trial,
miraculous deliverances

God’s sovereignty,
faithfulness, miracles,
protection, prayer, wisdom

Narrative/Historical 1-6

God’s sovereignty over
history, Messianic prophecy,
resurrection, final judgment

Daniel’s visions of beasts,

Prophetic/Apocalyptic 7-12 kingdoms, and end times

Breakdown of Chapters

Part 1: Historical Narrative (Chapters 1-6)

1. Daniel 1: Daniel and friends refuse defiled food; God grants wisdom and favor.
Daniel 2: Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of a statue; God reveals future kingdoms through Daniel.

Daniel 3: Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego in the fiery furnace; God’s deliverance.

i

Daniel 4: Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the tree; humbling of the king, testimony to God’s

sovereignty.

e

Daniel 5: Belshazzar’s feast and the handwriting on the wall; God judges pride.
6. Daniel 6: Daniel in the lion’s den; God’s protection demonstrates faithfulness under

persecution.
Part 2: Prophetic/Apocalyptic Visions (Chapters 7-12)

7. Daniel 7: Vision of four beasts and the “Son of Man” — God’s kingdom is eternal.
8. Daniel 8: Vision of a ram and goat — Medo-Persian and Greek kingdoms; prophecy of

Antiochus IV foreshadows end times.



9. Daniel 9: Gabriel’s message; seventy weeks prophecy — Messianic timeline.
10. Daniel 10-12: Angelic vision, Persia, Greece, and the end times; resurrection and final

judgment.

Theological Topics & Key Biblical Facts

1. God’s Sovereignty:
o God rules over nations and history (Daniel 2:21; 4:35).
o Even pagan kings serve His purposes.
2. Faithfulness Under Persecution:
o Obedience to God despite cultural and political pressure (Daniel 1:8—16; 6:10).
3. Prayer and Divine Revelation:
o Prayer unlocks understanding; visions reveal God’s plan (Daniel 2:17-23; 9:20-23).
4. Messianic Prophecy:
o Daniel prophesies the coming kingdom of God and the Messiah (Daniel 7:13—14; 9:24—
27).
5. Apocalyptic Literature:
o Symbolic visions of beasts, horns, and kingdoms (Daniel 7-8).
o Resurrection and final judgment (Daniel 12:2-3).
6. God’s Protection and Deliverance:
o Miraculous interventions demonstrate God’s power (Daniel 3; 6).
7. Prayerful Dependence and Holiness:
o Daniel exemplifies holiness, fasting, and prayer in difficult circumstances (Daniel 6:10;
9:3).
8. Historical Foresight:
o God reveals successive empires (Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece) as part of His plan

(Daniel 2, 7, 8).




Outline of the Book of Daniel (for Study/Teaching)

I. Historical Narrative — God’s Sovereignty in Exile

1. Daniel 1 — Faith in a Foreign Land: God honors obedience; wisdom through God.

2. Daniel 2 — God Reveals Future Kingdoms: Nebuchadnezzar’s dream; God’s eternal
kingdom.

Daniel 3 — Deliverance from Fire: Faith under persecution; God’s miraculous protection.
Daniel 4 — Humbling of the Proud: Sovereignty of God over rulers.

Daniel 5 — The Handwriting on the Wall: Pride and judgment; accountability to God.

A

Daniel 6 — Faithfulness and the Lion’s Den: Prayer, trust, and God’s protection.
I1. Prophetic/Apocalyptic Visions — God’s Kingdom and the End Times

7. Daniel 7 — Four Beasts and the Son of Man: Messianic prophecy; eternal kingdom.

8. Daniel 8 — Ram, Goat, and Little Horn: Historical and prophetic overview of Persia and
Greece; types of end-time persecution.

9. Daniel 9 — Seventy Weeks: Messianic prophecy; God’s plan of redemption.

10. Daniel 10-12 — Angelic Vision and Future History: Spiritual warfare, empires, resurrection,

final judgment.



	Introduction to the Book of Daniel
	Historical Background
	Geological & Cultural Background
	Biblical Context & Purpose

	Overview of the Book
	Breakdown of Chapters
	Part 1: Historical Narrative (Chapters 1–6)
	Part 2: Prophetic/Apocalyptic Visions (Chapters 7–12)

	Theological Topics & Key Biblical Facts
	Outline of the Book of Daniel (for Study/Teaching)
	I. Historical Narrative – God’s Sovereignty in Exile
	II. Prophetic/Apocalyptic Visions – God’s Kingdom and the End Times


